
Septe@3er zig 195C. 

Dean C. A. FLvejhem, 
Grczdwte School3 
Bascom Hall. 

Dear Dr. Xl.vajhem: 

I am wrfting to ask your comideration of the posalbility of invit%ng 

to this campus an unusually worthwhile addition to the Faculty in the per- 

son of Er. Roger Y. Stxmier, whc is mm Associate %9fsssor of Bactsric%ogy 

at the University of Wifornia, Berkeley. This past swxxer, 1 took le.we 

from J8iaconsi.n to teaoh b;: special cour88 on microbial genetics in that depart- 

ment, and had the sppi;rtunity to spend several weeks in inttite sssoeiation 

with iir. 3tanier 3.n the clatmroom, l&oratory and office, S&ier hers s 

breadth of interest and insight into microbiology and bfoche&stry which 

very impressive. Khan I learnw3. tit he might be ~vaU.abTe, it immediately 

occwred to *me that the University of :Y.isaslnsin shcu3.d eornsider vary seriwsly 

the possibiU$y of brifqing hti to Adison. 

The question is bound ts cxme up as ta Stanferfar reasons for wishing to 

fflc! anothar poaftion, md in particular the bearinp: of the l~~o~~~st Catnii 

issue. Lr. Stanisr long since signed the rsq&red affadavit, bit accomp:mied 

it wfth his resignation tr; be affective if other members of the fzeraliq rare 

dismissed ivlthou~ ragard te tenure or to the recomzen&tAotls of the Fxuity 

Comitittes bn actiemic tenura zxid privUsg8, His rasignation wfll take efSect 



- * 

withdrawn, 

Dr. Stml.er studied with van N.5.81 at the Hopkins &mine Station, 

taking hfs Ph. D, from Stanford in 1942. He was associated during the 

xar with the Canadian National &search council., in connection with the 

production of penicillin and of butylene glycol. Subsequahtly, he has 

taught at the University of Indiana and sf California, Fn their bacteriology 

departments, He is well known professionally for two rather different 

lines of work; an investigation of the physiology, mrphology ahd tamnmy 

of the rqmobacterihi (particularly in relation to their attack on cellulose 

and other polyemo?~aridas), and more recshtly the bioche.&cal pathways of 

oxida.i;ion i;f arornatie conpounds by pseud&%maJ bacteri& His prestfga axong 

his professional colleques is signaUmd by hfs racaipt of the Lilly 

award of the Axiaty of .&mricm ~actoriAogists. Frm this on6 ma:? tiso 

correutly sumise thst he has just pamad thirty-five. 

Please da not 3.nterpret this letter 8s U~F; sttmptvto promote 3 position 

for Stmiar. lie has received c nmber of attractive offers the bald cmtent 

of which the bniveroity of '%x?onsin probably would not wish ts km.kh. For 

much thz sam reasons as w own, ?mmver, I think that !?a ~mul~! at+ach con- 

siderable weight to the less tangible advap-mtqes cf ‘po'r,rking at cur University. 

I would probably be overstepping proper bounds to su,~~st mze than that 

a place might be found here for s~mcne with Stanier's qualifications. 

For this reasmh this letter is addressed to you in your capacity as Daan 

of the &adute School. 

Ymrs re spec tfyl.lys 

Joshua Lederberg: 
Associate Professor of Genetics 


